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another.” 

Tue relative duties w maf, as a social being, owes to those 
who are connected with him in the same community, have not been 
disregarded under any economy pretending to the character 
religious system. ‘The reciprocal obligations of parent and child, 
of husband and wife, of master and servant, of ruler and subject, 
are riominally respected by the families of the world, whether 
Christian or Pagan; and acknowledged, to a certain extent at 
least, wherever the decencies and harmony and order of Civilized 
life are holden in honour. 

But it belonged to him who first gave a more efilarged sense to 
the title of neighbour---to him who inculcated on his followers a 
lesson as remarkable for its novelty a» f4: ‘he importance of its re- 
sults—that all who name the name of Christ are brethren—to teach 
the world, that, in addition to the ties of friendship or of consan- 
guinity or of national and local association, there is another more 
disinterested and spiritual bond, which connects im holy fellowship 
the children of widely-distant lands, sons of Shem and Ham and 
Japheth; which unites, as by a natural compact, those who have 
no other interests in common th hat is derived from a conscious- 
ness of being mutually called if One hope of their calling. 

The principle on which this Catholic spirit is founded, is expli- 
eitly stated by St. Paul, in the chapter whence the text is taken. 
He addresses himself, in the first verse, to his brethren; beseechin 
them, with a solemn and affectionate appeal, by the mercies of , 
After urging the surrender of themselves, body and soul, toghe Lord, 
he proceeds to illustrate, by a striking and natural similitude, the 
connexion girtually existing, under the neW dispensation, between 
all, who, as sons of Adam@baving originally inherited the same cor- 
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ruption, are made heirs, through the hope of the gospel, of the 
same life in Chgist: “* As we have many members in one body, and 
all members have not tle same office; so we, being many, are one 
body in Christ, and every one members one of anothd” 
He afterwards subjoins the obvious practical inferen hich 
It from this truth: “ Let love be without ditsimulati ** Bey 
Ga, affectivned one to another with brotherly love”. ie of 
the same mind one toward another.” 
® _ The Christian, therefore, aceerding to this doctrine, must look 
the narrow sphere of his own immediate family, notonly 
rger circle with which he comes into personal c 
ments of business or of friendly intercourse, bu 
xtended universal community, gathered out of - 
eaven, of which he himself forms an individual mem- 


reof Christ is head. 
liinded of thig.duty by a special injunctili.ook not 
n his own tifags, but every man also o things of 
.” Nor is the exercise of this sympathy without its issue of 
good reflected on himself, . 

It opens to him an enlarged view of ivine love. @t elevat 
thescharacter of his belief. It Mipre on his mind a deepeé 
sense of that comprehensive scheme of mercy, whereby the hea- 
thien are given for the inheritance of the Redeemer, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for his possession. It inspires a livelier and 
better interest in the glories of that period, when, from the rising of' 


the sun oven ig the going down of the same, the name of the "Lord 


shall be grea®&mong the Gentiles; and in every place incense shall 
be offered unto his name, acd a pure offering; for his name shall 
be great among the heathen. 

Wonderful, iadeed, is that spiritlal economy, and worthy of the 
wisdom of the eternal mind, which has provided in this holy bond 
of attraction a counterpoise for the selfishness of the human heart! 
Take away-this bond, and what a chaos would the world present ! 
What a scene of conflicting interests and jarring passions! What 
exclusiveness. and disunion, and want of sympathy! How much 
uncharitable and narrow policy! How many barriers between 
Esau and Jacob, brethren of one blood! The earth would become, 
what the Hindoo world is at present, a land of castes; where the 
hand of each would be, as that ofsJshmael, against every man, and 
every man’s hand against each. t now, by virtue of that rela- 
tionship on which the apostle dwells, “‘ we, being many, are one 

“* body in Christ.” Being many, and differing in certain circum- 
stances—in spiritual gifts, for instance, in external advantages, in 
opportunities of usefulness, yet all participate in certain common 
defects, are offered certain common privileges. All are alike 
born in sin, and the children of wrath, as heirs of corruption. All 
are alike invited to parté@ke of that remedy which Christ,has provid- 
ed against this deadly evil, by “ openias the kingdom of eee 
to all believers.” Hence it is that Christians move not through the 
world as unconnected and independent beings; but are organized 
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and knit together in love; branches, as it were, of one vine, grafted 
on one stock, fed from one root, planted in one @inyard. They 
meet in Christ, as the head of the body, and the centre of their 
i hrough him they look up to his Father, and to their Fa- 
is in heaven. 
en, we find a powerful motive of action. “ Sirs, on 
!” Brotherly love will not rest satisfied without striv 
to add new members to the household and family of Christ’s 
Church. It concerts aggressive measures against the powers of ™ 
’ . It devises the means of raising new trophies to 
Redeemer. It is not blind tothe sad truth, that 
lly Christian land, they are not all Israel who 
It knows that even of these, many are to be found wh 
members of one body in Christ. Even there, are obj 
to awaken/@Wery feeling of that charity which seeketh 
and to h in their behalf all the m@gources at o 
Even there, a war is téjbe maintained against the unite 
of ignorance and sin; the channels of divine truth are to be cleans- 
d and purified, prepossgeg#ions to be removed, waning affections to 
"mbe revived, slumbering Bers to be roused into action, pride to 
be abased, profanity to b@ reclaimed, error to be rectified, dullness 
to be quickened—in a word Satan, to be put down, and God exalt- 
ed in his stead. . 
These, however, are the ordinary duties which devolve on the 
members of every Christian state, without exception. “If an 
man provide not for his own, he is worse than ag@infidel.”—But 
there are countries so circumstanced by position or power or 
knowledge, as to be required to look beyond their own individual 
hougehold of faith, and to do good to all men. .They are to cre- 
ate a brotherhood in the bonds of the gospel ott of those, who, 


though now aliens and separated from the family of God, through 
the knowledge of Christ may yet be admitted within its pale. On 
our own nation, for instance, this gt yet presses, I scruple not 


to say it, with a weight which has n@t yet been felt in due degree. 
We owe a debt, of which we are inded with a cogency that 
_neither indifference, nor lukewarmness nor selfishness can weaken, 
by the nature of the land itself which has been given us for a dweli- 
ing, and by the maritime genius of its people. The very purpose 
of Providence would seem to rustrated, if we failed to become 
a missionary nation. The standard of the cross, through God’s 
mercies, has been very long planted on our shores. Is it not fitting 
that our hands should be lent to the task of rearing it in those spi- 
_Titual deserts which are not yet the kingdoms of God and his Christ? 
The doctrines of Christianity, by the divine favour, have been pre- 
served in our Protestant Church free, as we believe, froth material 
error, and as pure and powerful for the gration of souls as in the 
days of their original reyelation to maf. Is: it not fitting, that, 
when many run to and on the spur of secular enterprise, or in 
thurst of gain, the knowledge of the gospel should’ be increased ? 
And that they who occupy their business in great waters should 
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earry with them some messenger of peace, commissioned to declare 
the ov pf®muise, that “ whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved?” Are they not, beyond all others, invit- 
ed to obey the divine command, which, eighteen centugies ago, 
first gave authority and sanction for missionary la * go, 
all nations ?” 
ruly may it be said, that there can be no more certain symp- 
, tom of a low state of religious feeling than apathy on this subject. 
Where men think strongly, they act with energy. Where they are 
y impressed with the importance of an object, they F 
ted in promoting it. The very Pharisees wou 
d land to make one. proselyte. 
angelists in the Christian cause limit the sphere of their 
, and be slow to preach the gospel in the regions be- 
here men yet offer their sons and their to unto 
Jew Paul fessed himself debtor bot e Greeks 
and to the Barbarians; though, as an Israi of the seed of Abra- 
« ham, and tribe of Benjamin, his heart’s desire and prayer to God 
for Israel was, that they might be saved. e thought it not mue 
that he was ‘in journeyiugs oftenggin of waters, in perils of 
robbers, in perils by his own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, 
inperils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, 
in perils among false brethren; in weariness and painfulness, in 
watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and 
nakedness.” He was ready to spend and be spent in his master’s ser- 
vice. See hing Lystra, rending his clothes, and running in among 
the people, and periling his life in his jealousy for God’s honour? 
See him at Miletus, steadfastly purposing to go unto Jerusalem, un- 
moved by the kngwledge of the bonds and afflictions which ajgait- 
ed him in every city! See him at Athens, the nursing- mother of 
idolatry, the very centre of ‘superstitivus vanities! As he stood on 
Areopagus, and looked round on the city of orators and poets, and 
® marked the groves and porchiggof her philosophers, the concourse 
. of nations thronging to her ded forum, the monuments of lite- 
rature and science arising 0 ery side in all the purest forms of 
art, unomatched as yet by the rivalry of succeeding ages, there would , 
be much in the scene before him to rivet his attention, much to in- 
vite research, much to provoke comparison and cofitrast. 
As a citizen of no mean city, ying in the name of Roman, 
and im the unpurchased freedom of his birth-right, he would not 
.view without interest the citadel of that famous people, whose rest- 
less activity had long struggled for the dominion of the world, and 
had coped successfully with the mightiest nations which those times 
had known. Such, doubtless, woul ve been the reflections of 
Saul, ere fis journey to Damascus. Very different, however, were 
the thoughts which engragsed the soul of the converted apostle of 
the Gentiles! ‘* His spirit was stirred witgin him, when he saw the 
city wholly given to idolatry.” .He waif’ no longer for#Silas and 
Timotheus: he longs to turn the inhabitants of a place, where there 
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were almost as many gods as men, from the service of idols, and of 
Satan in them, to the service of the true and living God in Christ. 
He disputes in the synagogue with the Jews and with the devout 
persons, and in the market, daily, with them that met with him. 
He s tway preaches unto them Jesus and the resurrection. 
How fiappens it, then, that what so stirred the apostle’s spirit? 
falls with so much deadness on the hearts of the Christian world in 
general? It cannot, I think, be doubted, whether apathy towards 
the eternal interests of others must not be considered, in some sort, 
indicative of a want of serious feeling respecting the ity 
n waits ourselves. It is no token for good when t pa 
the heart are checked, or the hand is closed, b 
and ‘calculating inquiry, ‘* Am I my brother's keeper?" 
has himself drunk of the well of life, longs to roll aw 
from the t f the well, that others may taste of the 
water. He who has felt. his own personal helplessness. 
lity, and knows by egies that the natural man receiveth not 
be things that are of God, is touched with a sense of deep compas- 
on for that evil heart ofunbelief which is yet dead in trespasses 
vand sins. He who has bowed in deep humility at the foot of the cross, 
and there has touched, as it were, the extremest hem of Christ’s 
garment, cannot refrain from speaking out of the abundance of his 
heart. He will tell unceasingly of the fountain opened for sin and 
uncleanness; and point to the lamb slain from the foundation of the 
world, and rest neither day nor night till the numbers of those are 
multiplied who join with him in ascribing to the Red@mer “ power 
and riches and wisdom and strength, and§honour and glory and 
blessing.” His prayer for his brethren wherever dispersed, will be 
lik t of his blessed Lord, that they may be deliyered from evil. 
Full of brotherly love, grounded on similar principles, the Mis- 
sionary himself proceeds to his charitable labour. What is it that 
strengthens him to endure hardships, as a good soldier of Christ? 
and to go out, like faithful Abra not knowing whither he 
goeth? What weans him from chine subdues the selfish- 
ness and native indolence of his , enables him to postpone 
natural to spiritual affections, cheers in desertion and distress, sus- 
tains under mental conflict, and in the absence of human consola- 
tions? What teaches him to hope against hope, in that hour of 
disappointment when the love any waxeth cold? What to re- 
joice with trembling, when his prayers are heard, and sinners at the 
voice of his warning are turned from the error of their ways and 
live?’ That same spirit which wrought so powerfully on the heart 
of Paul works within him, and imbues him with a zealous desire 
of winning souls to Christ. rests not in simple compassion nor 
sits down satisfied with bid his perishing brethren “ depart in 
peace; be ye warmed and filled.” He goes out in full assurance 
of faith, and preaches Jesus and the resurrection on the precedent 
of apostolical authority. He calls on the world, to coine and see 
® the man who told him all things that ever he did. 
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He casts his bread on the waters; he sows the good seed on the 
stony ground, or on the rock, or among the thorns; nothing doubt- 
ing but that he that soweth in tears shall reap in joy. 

in tears, indeed, so far as earthly consolations are considered, 
the Missionary must expect to sow. It will be grievous to his spirit 
“to see how the form of man, being without God in the world, is 
utterly dehased and degraded. Like his master, whose badge he 
bears, he must know how to endure the contradiction of sinners, 
to bear with the scorn of the proud, the contumely of the ignorant, 
the teglect of the careless, the hate of the profligate and _s 
man. He must be content to be debarred from holding ‘om 
on with some familiar and like-minded spirit, from taking t 
counsel at the lips of some father and master in Israel, from con- 

own hope by experience of the success of others, of mo- 

jis tow sanguine expectations by the example@ef their fai- 

must know hw to possess higsoul in patience, and to 

commit his way unto the Lord, who wile rp that which he 


pleases, and prosper him in the thing wheretd he is sent. And yet, 


amidst the tears in which the Missionary, is constrained to sow, 

source of joy, peculiar to himself, is opemed—refreshing asthe well 
of water to Hagar in the wilderness, of as the shadow of a great 
rock in a weary land. He sees heaven opened; and before him, 
Jesus, the author and finisher of his faith. He hears those encou- 
raging promises, ‘I will not leave you comfortless. Bebold, 1 am 
with you always, even unto the end of the world. My grace is suf- 
ficient for yo@.” True it is, he is not cheered by the applause or 
admiration of men: bw&his motives are not influenced—l had al- 
most said debased—by their praise. His soul may faint within 
him at the remembrance that he is one of a little band of fewd@iithan 
fifty Christian men, on whom it rests to convey the name the 
gospel among more than one hundred millions of idolaters, scatter- 
ed over a country of fifteen hundred thousand square miles. Yet 
at the sight of these im fields, already whitening, by God’s 
providence, unto the his mind is filled with a sense of 
thankfulness, and with a th which the stranger intermeddleth 


not. Though it may not be given to him to turn many ae 
i 


ousness, and the world may perhaps think, in the seve of its 
judgment, that God has not set his seal to his ministry and has dis- 
owned his feeble labours, there dfe still the faithful few whom he 
has been permitted to rescue from the God of this world, his crowns 
of rejoicing and exceeding great reward, his own sons in the faith, 
on whose foreheads his father’s name is written, members of one 
body in Christ, who know their shepherd, and are known of him. 
It is enough for him if but one “oie is melted into love, or 
one listless eye awakened into i gence, and taught to look 
steadfastly on the mercies of heaven. He hails with humble thank- 
fulness. the soul that has been given to his prayers; and counts it as 
an earnest of that glorious season, when “ the Lord will famish all 
the gods of the earth,and men shall worship him every one from his 
place, even all the isles of the heathen.” How, then, it is time te 
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ask, is the consummation of prophecy, humanly speaking, to be 
accomplished? Some insight into the divine counsels may per- 
haps be gained by looking back to the gradual increase of those 
Ministers of the New Testament, through whom the Lord has been 
adding to the Church daily such as should be saved, during the 
ages past. First was heard a single voice in the wilderness, preach- 
ing repentance, for the kingdom of heaven was at hand. Next were? 
sent forth the twelve, on a special mission, and commanded to go 
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. Then other seventy also, 
whose message was to every city and place where the Lord would 
, Then followed the elders, and saints, and martyrs Of the 
piv ages, men whose praise is in all the Churches, who count- 
ed Hot their lives dear unto themselves, so that they mighit finish 
ae a with joy, and the ministry which they had geeeived of 
the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God. “And still, 
as from time to time, during the lapse of many centufiés, some 
bright candlestick has been removed out of its place, by those in- 
scrutable dispensationsich seem intended to remind us that the 
Lord needs not the agency of a Pauljr an Apollos to work his 
purposes, other men.of God have entered successively into the field 
of labour, bent on doing the work of evangelists, and on giving, if 
permitted, full proof of their ministry. The time has not been in 
the history of missions, when God has left himself without witness: 
and though it cannot yet be said that “ great is the company of the 
reachers, yet on this very day, aye, and at this very bour, many a 
acher of truth, whose tent is pitched among the heathen in every 
quarter of the globe, is remembering with joy how hi® brethren here 
are occupied ; and is present with them in™@pirit, though vot in the 
ffésh; and is bending the knee in unity of devotion to the Lord of 
the est, that he will raise up many helpers, and send forth more 
labourers into the vineyard. The.e is, indeed, in the signs of the 
present times that which would have stirred the spirit of a Paul 
within him. Never was there a period, since the veil was rént 
which shut out the Ggptiles from t the holiest, when the 
bow has been seen so plainly in th , denoting that God has 
not forgotten his covenant with man ¢ leaven is clearly at work 
amonggthe nations; a spirit of inquiry has gone forth; the spell is 
dissolving day by day; the darkness becomes less gross; the sun of 
righteousness shines over a wider horizon. It may be that the time 
is at hand when this gospel of the kingdom shwll be no longer 
preached among a handful of the people, on the house-top, or upon 
the mountains, secretly and by stealth, by sufference or connivance; 
but in all the world, for a witness to all nations. A great door and 
effectual is open to us; “tle there be many adversaries, and 
principally that old and t adversary of all, whose fury will 
break out yet more fiercely ¥ he sees that the strong holds of his 
ki m are in danger, yet if it be a door that God hath opened, 
shall shut it? ‘“ The time of this ignorance winked at, 

but now commandeth all men every where to repent.” It is time, 
however, to close this subject; and to commend it, as I venture te 
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do most earnestly and most solemnly, to your further meditation, 
and to your secret prayer. But before I conclude, I cannot refrain 
from adverting, very briefly, to certain reflections of a practical 
tendency, which have been suggested to my own mind while oc- 
cupied with the foregoing considerations. If there is ia them that 
which can serve to edify, may he, in whose hands are the prepara- 
tions and disposal of all hearts, accompany them with his Holy 
Spirit, and impress them by his grace upon us! 

I. It seems to be highly important, with a view to the benefit of 
our own Christian progress, to cultivate & strong and serious sense of 
the duty of co-operation, in enlarging the boundaries of the Re- 
deemer’s kingdom. The heart is very often as selfish on religions 
subjects, as in matters which concern our earthly and temporal tn- 
terests. We might attain a greater measure of spirituality, @F we 
could learh—not indeed to withdraw our thoughts from the con- 
templation of our own individual need of mercy—but to represent 
to ourselves in a more lively manner the nts of others, as sug- 
gested by the perception of our own. to man is set forth on 
the highest authority, as the test of our love to God. ‘“ He that 
loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God 
whom he hath not seen ?—And this commandment have we from 
him, that he who loveth God love his brother also.” 

II. We are commanded to be “ like-minded with Christ.” Now 
it is not in the incommunicable attributes of his character, such as 
eternal wisdom or almighty power, that we are bidden to partici; 
pate. It is essentially to the mind of Christ, as evidenced in thos 
properties which fall within the scope of buman imitation, that we 
are to be assimilated. Low then was it evidenced in that manifes- 
tation of his good-will to man which he sealed by his blood on th 
cross? How, in his gracicus provision, that “ the blessing offibra- 
ham might come on the Gentiles through Jesus Christ,” that there 
might be “ neither Jew nor Greek, neither bond nor free, neither 
méle nor female,” but “ all one in Christ Jesus?” How was it 
evidenced in his praye ither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall be me through his word.” “ Father, I 
will that they also whom ast given me be with me where I 
am!” Nay, we know that his will for the world’s welfare i@jalrea- 
dy in part accomplished; for they who sing the new song, in the 
Apocalyptic vision, are the saints who have been “ redeemed to 
God by his blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, 
and nation ” 

Hil. Again: an enlargement of Christian charity towards our 
earthly brethren is in strict unison with those feelings which per- 
vade the glorified saints and angels, all the blessed company of 
heaven. We know that there is jo aven over one sinner that 
repenteth. What a subject must t exultation, when the idols 
of a whole nation are cast at the foot of the cross! We know 
it is one of thieves of praise, every day and night, in the 
of the lamb, that all nations shall come and worship before : 


: 
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What a privilege to be among the honoured instruments of effect- 
ing this miraculous change ! r 

IV. Lastly: We are tu be one with God, as well as “ every one 
members one of another.” Now the very essence of God is love—his 
name is love. It is but too certain, therefore, that we are still far 
removed from that unity with the godhead into which all the song 
of God will one day be translated, if we have no desire to “ please 
our neighbour for his good to edification.” Try yourselves, brethren, 
by this test. Let each ask himself, whether he has done all that 
might have been expected, considering his means, his knowledge, 
his)power, his influence, his worldly substance, his mental endow- 
ments, his sense of mercies received, his consciousness of the gross 
darkpess which still covers so large a portion of the earth—to take 
away from this nation that reproach which was uttered against the 
earliest preachers of the gospel, at the very first promulgation of 
Christianity, by one taught from above: “ All seek their own, not 
the things which are J Christ’s.” There are few—I had almost 
said there are none—so Situated, as t passiveness in hastening 
the coming of Chrigt’s kingdom, am Wie who are still sitting 
in the shadow of death, can be within the line of theirduty. I am 
not ignorant of, God forbid I shouldjbe insensible to, the religious 
wants of our own country, of our own local districts, nay, of our 
own parochial neighbourhoods. I would not withdraw, from the 
channels by which they are at present watered, one drop of the 
@ream of charity. 

But we kuow, on inspired authority, that he that openeth his 
hand maketh himself rich; and that he isgblessed by the giver of 
ali good gifts in double measure, who casts his mite into Christ’s 
ae: in token of his love towards his master’s cause. I would 
say, therefore, to each who is sensible of his blessed condition in 
living beneath the influence of Christiaa revelation—in the lan- 
guage of a text once heard before within these holy walls ona sifili- 
lar occasion, and not,without effe ly ye have received, 
freely give :”’ give accoPding to your pportunities; give your 
personal ministrations ; give your p aid ; give your word in 
season »give what all can give—your prayers tothe work. May God 
grant you hearts to know and feel the nature of this duty! May a 
spirit of fervent charity be enlarged within you! May you realize 
within your own bosoms, through divine grace, some thing of that 
heavenly state and spiritual temper which will one day character- 
ize the whole city of God on earth? For the time shail come, and 
it cometh perhaps quickly, when, according to the prophecy, 
“the tabernacle of God shal with men: and he will dwell with 
them, and they shall be bi e: and God himself shall be with* 
them, and be their God.” ll men shall be blessed in Christ: 

ions shall call him blessed.” ea 


--- - 

women are troubled with over much heari d then they 

= - ter have been serving the necessities of their house.— Bishop 
‘aylor. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
A REAL “DEATH-BED SCENE.” 


It is a great mercy in divine providence to give his children inti- 
mations of their approaching dissolution, and a long illness in some 
degree prepares survivors to bear their loss. 

Among innumerable blessings, this also was granted to 
Her tenderness for the feelings of her friends did not permit her 
to mention often this painful subject, but a year previous to her 
death, when one of her sons was about to leave home, she said, I 
shall not live to see him again, and several times, in the course of 
familiar conversation, she would drop a hint that her time was pear- 
ly terminated. In the spring of » she went into the co™ftry, 
with great reluctance, merely to oblige her friends, saying I wish to 
die at home —a mercy which was granted in its fullest extent, for at 
her final scene all her family, with one e tion, were present. 

Early in the wioter herhealth began Wacciine, but she conti- 
nued to discharge her do ic duties, with little interruption, often, | 
indeed, when she appeared totally unequal to€feir weight, until the 
evening of . And here I will mention alittle incident. She 
would not retire till after coffee had been handed, because, as I ve- 
rily believe, she did not wish to give the trouble of sending it to her 
chamber, for though she seldom spared herself, no one was ever 
more unwilling to give trouble to others. 


On the afternoon of Sunday, she expressed her regret at a cir 
cumstance which for a moment had interrupted the tranquillity of 
one of her children, said she wished they would learn to pore 
their temper, and that it seemed to her, as if such things homer 

t 


more especially on Communion days: (having perhaps as re- 
ference to the agency of our spiritual enemy on those occasions, 
when we would wish to be most devout.) _ She also expressed her 
regret, that-for three ign Sundays she had been prevented 
3 

ay by her; often in this manner, as 
nearly as I can recollect. ""Pray with me if it will not tire you, 
you have so much to do. Pray for resignation and pati@nce. I 
am afraid I am not patient enough.” In the prayer for a sick per- 
son this sentence was introduced, * but if thou hast otherwise deter- 
mined not our will but thine be done,” she repeated with fervor 
not my will.” On Wednesday morning, having stated that her 
hearing was imperfect, I put my mouth near her ear, and used those 
affecting petitions in the Litany—the first eight. At this time she 
had a violent cramp. The whol e@ produced in me a sup- © 
. pression of speech. She looked y and said mildly, “you 
are overcome, you had better ta glass of wine.” ii 

ea test anxiety.that she might be allowed some little time 

- lamp, afford me an opportunity for spiritual : 
sation, How had I neglected such opportunities. But God is 
good, and this privilege was granted me. This day prayers were 
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offered in her behaif at Church, by her particular request—thus, 
“you are going to Church, remember me.” 

In the evening her cramp was removed and it never returned with 
much violence, but her cough was very troublesome, and her rest- 
lessness extreme. 

She talked of death as near; expressed resignation, but with 
some symptoms of apprehension. “I hope, but I am not too sure,” 
is the only expression remembered. , 

Being reminded that she had children in the other world whom 
she might expect to see, she said, “Ah! poor things, they were very 
young. Yes, I often think of that paper, in the Christian Monitor, 
on the re-union with our friends. It is very comforting.” Her 
~ oF was much overcome. With the utmost composure she 
said” “I suppose he has had his usual attack, and it was not 
attended to now Lam sick. He had better go to bed. Attend to 
your father, and |eave me. I am sure he will never be happy with- 
out me, and if it shouldglease God to take us both” his last 
thought seemed somewhat pleasant, Dugphe checked it, and turned 
_ the conversation. 

On Thursday an@’ Friday, in the forenoon, she was very drowsy, 
and the few observations she dropped of a religious nature were ge- 
neral, expressive, however, of calm acquiescence in the divine will. 

In the evening of Friday, prayers were offered at her bed-side, 
taken from the Office of Visitation, or from the Liturgy. It was pro- 
posed that she should embrace an early opportunity to partake of 
the Lord’s Supper. ‘* Do you think it necessary?” The Minister 
said no, but it will give you comfort, and added, you have never 

n at that table with your husband, and it will be pleasant for you 
to be there together. 

On Saturday she was much revived, and it seemed as if pro- 
vidence had given her this time to set her house in order, to 
satisfy her friends of her Christian hopes, and to lay the founda- 
tion by the use of his appointed y that peace in death 
which she evinced. So precious a not to be lost. After 
various conversations of a general, satisfactory and delight- 
fal nature, unfortunately not now ctly remembered, the sub- 
ject of the Communion was introduced. With earnestness she said 
“IT wish you would give me the sacrament.” When? “ Immcdi- 
ately,” was the reply. . 

When every thing had been arranged, a particular friend called. 
Intent on the duty before her, she requested that he would be asked 
to sit down-stairs, and the Holy Supper was administered to her— 
several relatives and her servant uniting. Before we commenced 
she was reminded of havi id that she never expected again to 
be permitted to commune, seemed pleased with the t 


had been so agreea' isappointed. On her behalf it was 

d “for that peace which passeth all u ing.” We 

the hymn ‘‘ Welcome sweet day of rest,” The whole 
scene was impressive and delightful. She now invited her friend 
up-stairs and stated to him that she had been disappointed of seve- 
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ral public Communions, and had embraced the opportunity now 
afforded her. She then adverted with approbation to the custom 
of private Communion, permitted by the Protestant Episcopal 
Charch. 

The service, though long, did not fatigue her, and I mention 
this-as.a divine mercy, for a few days previously her body was un- 
equal to such an effort. 

On Sunday she urged her friends to goto Church. ‘“ Why should 
ail stay on my account.” ’ 

On Monday she conversed very pleasantly. Being reminded that 
Christ was engaged in intercession for her, she replied, “ Yes, I 
know it.” The succour of angels was mentioned, and the Collect 
for St. Michael's day used, and the thought seemed agreeable to her. 

On Tuesday, she lay in an easy quiet state, “ tarrying the Lérd’s 
leisure,” as a lamb.* 

In mercy, her hearing was so far recovered that she could con- 
_veniently join in prayer. On the afternoog of Wednesday she suf- 
fered much, and in the night the disease was at its height. To the 
body this was the hour of @arkness. “ Oh hoy hard it is to die,” 
would she say, as she tossed and panted. ’ 

Summoning some energy, she now sat up and called for her chil- 
dren. ‘My dearchildrenI shall see you all—when you write to t 
tell him I hope to see him in heaven. M , tell your aunt H . 
I hope to see her in heaven.” Turning to her sister, ‘‘ B—, I shall 
see poor P :” 

Let me here stop to ask whether this confidence of re-union, 
which the pious often have in the hour of death, is not some evi- 
dence that the pleasing hope is well founded. The children wept, 
aud disturbed her serenity. She said with some quickness, “* My 
children do you not wish to see me happy?” One replied, “ Yes, 
we rejoice at it.”” After some interval she said, where is ” 
He, came in, “I am particularly uneasy about you. ‘Remember 
your Creator in the day youth.’ Remember the words of 
your dying mother.” some other remarks not distinct- 
ly remembered, and th ot noted, were spoken with much 
emphasis. It was suggest€@ to her that some advice to her chil- 
dren would now be impressive. She replied, “ Let them ge to their 
Bible.” To the elder she said, “Take care of the younger chil- 
dren.” Exhausted she lay down, and we, anticipating a speedy re- 
moval, used the commendatory prayer in the Common Prayer Book 

or n at the point of departure. 

The idea of their maintenance through life now seemed to come 
across her mind. She said “My father’s children have never want- 
ed.” “Never saw I the righteo ken or his seed begging 
their-bread.” About bed time, we ing down stairs she said, 
“why not havethe prayershere?” T mily assembled in the 
ber. Bei to choose a chapter, she proposed that in-wh 
our Saviour Father into thine hands 1 commend my spirit.” 


* See Psalm 131-2. + The absent child. 
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The xxiii chapter of Luke, from the 27th to the 47th, or the 50th 
verse was read, and also that most comfortable address of our Lord 
John, xiv chapter. Under the impression, that perhaps death 
was a painful thought, a friend said, “* others have been as low as 
you, perhaps you are not near death.” “Ab,” she replied, “ that 
gives me pain, that I have deceivilisyself.” But are you not will- 
ing to live, if God please. He may spare you for usefulness. 
“ Well, if he choose.” You are willing God should choose ‘for 
you? “Yes.” There were several intimations given by her of a 
desire to depart, but the precise words are not now recollected. 

Are you not a little better now? “ Never better in this world,” 
was her reply. You have been several times very ill, and God has 
been pleased to raise you. ‘ Yes, indeed, I have bad several severe 
bouts, and God has been very mereifal. e 

Through the night, never engrossed by her own situation, she 
would often urge her friends to go to bed, and when some retired 
at four, aud returned about day-light, she said, “ why do you rise 
so soon?” Let me ask if relative affection continues to the last 
pulsation of the heart. Shall we not cally it to the other world, and 
will not the Father Of mercies permit his children to indulgegit, per- 
haps by a glimse of what is doing by our friends on earth, or by the 
well-founded bope of being again associated with them under hap- 
pier circumstances. 

On Thursday morning, by ber wish, family prayers were held in 
her chamber, and Isaiah xliii. and xliv. the first eight verses were 
read. 

About half past ten, the physician declared her end very near, a 
few minutes only off. To the Clergyman she said, “I tell you, 
that if you will give me the sacrament now I will take it.” Are 
you not too weak? She said “ No.” To the same inquiry on a 
former occasiun she replied: ‘“* What too weak to pray.” Mrs.-—— 
observed, her wish should be gratified, even if she should die during 
the service. Some friends suggest t_it should be curtailed, 
but she said nothing of the kind; n it was proposed to 
omit the hymn, merely assented. 8 moment two intimate 
friends “arriveds and they, with seve f the family, united in the 
ordinance. 

She was reminded of, and seemed pleased with that declaration of 
our Lord, “1 will drink no more of the fruit of the vine till that day 
when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.” The.por- 
tion of scripture 1. Peter, i. 3, to the end of 13 verse, sugg by 
an old friend, as appropriate, was read to her, and she gave 
delightful truths, the attention they merited. 


To Mr. , She said, great vivacity, “ Well you are come 
to see the last of your old and to “ Well Sir, I shall 


ou in heaven.” To the Minister she said, * "Good-bye. I thank 
yobfor all your prayers and intercessions.” To a daugh- 


ter she said, aimpeke this ring.” 
Several ejaculations were repeated. for her to follow. This, by 
request, she repeated with the eloquence of dying lips: “ Lord thou 
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knowest all things, thou knowest that I love thee.” The four invo- 
cations, at the beginning of the Litany, were repeated in her ears, 
and she wispered them, raising her voice at the words, “‘ miserable 
sinner.” 

When she seemed merely waitigg for death, she was asked, ‘ what 
promise gives you comfort neg?’ Instantly she replied without 
any preface, “‘ I will never leave thee nor forsake thee.” To what 
passage of scripture would you direct us forcomfort? With the 
same decision she answered, “ Trust in the Lord.” During her 
sickness she took great pleasure in repeating parts of Watts’ bymn, 
“ Naked as from the earth we came,” founded on that passage of 
Job i. 22, and perhaps a more appropriate bymn for her own support, 
and as a legacy of comfort, as it has proved, to her friends, could 
not have been chosen. The hymn, ‘ Come holy Spirit,” was also 
referred to by her. Some of her last words were taken from those 
two hymns thus correctly blended : 

‘* Hosannas languish on our tongues, 
“ And every murmur dies.” 

To relieve the tediousnéss of sickness, and to comfort at that 
sessomaen? more particularly in the dying hour, it certainly is ad- 
visable to commit to memory, hymns, prayers, and scripture pas- 
sages. Thepsalms would in this view be very appropriate. Her last 
words are not recollected, but it is certain, that when she ceased to 
talk to’'man, she conversed with God. Mutterings of prayer, such as 
“for Jesus sake,” *‘ miserable sinner,” were often heard. 

At ten minutes before five in the afternoon of - , she shut 
her eyes, gasped and passed from our hands, as we hope into those of 
her bestfriend. The death was peaceful, tranquil, and, as we hope, 
triumphant. At the last breath her husband said, “* God’s will be 
done,” and her son responded, “ Amen.” 

An affectionate wife, a good mother, tender, pious, useful in her 
example and conduct, “ the Lord gave.” And “ he hath taken her 
away,” under circumstance reat meicy. By repeated warnings, 
by giving her the conso religion, by enabling her to speak 
comfortably to those she leave on the subject of separation ;- 
by permitting us to be presefit at the final scene; amd abov@all, by 
giving her a holy, happy death, he who tempers the wind to the 
shorn lamb, hath greatly moderated our sorrow. Indeed, in the 
prospect of her happy exchange, there are seasons in which some 

have known what it is “ to rejoice in tribulation.” 
ithe Lord we have committed her, as into the bands of a faith 
ator and merciful Redeemer. And while we weep for our 
loss, let us pray and labour that it may be sanctified to us, and 
made great gain. How will it inc he mercy mingled with our 
cup, should this affliction prove ingens of general conversion. 
Let us think again and again of her dying injunctions, “ Remem- 
ber thy Cre in the days of thy youth.” “Trust in the Lord.” “He 
will never |! ee nor forsake thee.” “ Letthem their bible.” 
Aad let us remember it is God who hath said “ my Son, forsake 
not the law of thy mother.” 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
Short Remarks on particular passages of the Holy Scriptures. 
1.—John ii. 7. *“* Jesus said unto her, Woman, what have I to do 


with thee? mine hour is not yet e.” Our Saviour’s answer to 
his mother in this verse, is unhap rendered in our public trans- 
lation, The Greek original, whence it is taken, has nothing 
harsh or uncivil in it, but appears to have been spoken in the most 
reverential, polite, and affectionate manner possible. It is as 
though he had said, Why do you give yourself so much unnecessary 
trouble, madam, about the accommodation ofthe guests? You do 
not consider, that there is a particular person appointed to attend 
to this matter: you make yourself over solicitous, and I fear you 
will worry yourself too much: you had better leave this business to 
others, to whom it belongs. I advise you to enjoy yourself, and 
take the comfort that is designed you in this entertainment. In- 
nocent enjoyments are thankfully to be received by us. It is the 
excess that makes them criminal, notethe moderate use of them. 
It appears to me, that our Saviour did not mean to giveyhis mother 
a reprimand for her officiousness, very natural to good™and long 
experienced house-keepers; but to express a gentle concern for 
her anxiety, her health, and her comfort; and it is evident from 
this circumstance, that she had no sooner withdrawn from him, 
than he ordered the servants to fillthe water-pots with water, which 
they did; and they no seoner brought it into the presence of its 
maker, than it saw its God, and blushed itself to wine. 

Il.—1 Cor. xiii. 13. “And now abideth faith, hope, charity ; 
but the greatest of these is charity.” The reason why charity is 
greater than her sister graces, faith and hope, is, because these are 
confined to this life—to this world, and can accompany us no far- 
ther than the grave; but charity shall go with us beyond it—it shall 
enter with us into the world of spirits, and dwell with us forever. 
When we come to see, we shall n r believe; our faith will 
then be swallowed up in knowled when we are in the pos- 
‘sessiouef what we sought, we shal e to hope; for we cannot 
hope for what we enjoy: but we can never cease to love, which is 
here meant by charity, while we continue to exist, which will be 
forever. I thik the text ought to read thus—‘ And now abideth 
faith, hope, love ; but the greatest of these is love. SENEX. 

- 


7 —_ 
a FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
, “A HINT. 


Qui ppt ille facit. 
According to the courtesy lished society, it would be deslithe 
act of marked impoliteness to shake hands with a friend, with 
ome 4 our hands; and such a salutation woul rightly con- 
with colduess or indifference. © fact, I pre- 
ome i le. And so likewise is another: If a feast was 
given by a dear, and much valued friend, eminently distinguished 
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in the.world for the excellence of his character, and the dignity of 
his office, what would he think of us if we were to go to his table 
with our hands enveloped in gloves! Would he not, at least, think 
us to be. greatly deficient in good manners, if not in personal res- 
pect and affection?! But, Messgg@Editors, comparing small things , 
with great, what shall we ease professing Christians, who 
© to the altar of their Lord and Saviour, and there partake of the 
Foss prepared by the Bing of kings, with gloves upon their hands!! 
I have been casting in my mind, what the probable cause of such a 
singularity might be, if, indeed, it be any thing else than mere inad- 
vertence, but I have not arrived at any satisfactory conclusion. Is 
it, I would ask, a little piece of affectation? Whatever may be"the 
cause, the practice is indecorous, and ought to be abandoned. 
Every thing connected with the institutions and ordindlices of reli- 
gion, is sacred, and ought to be treated with the utmost reverence 
and decorum; which can hardly be said to be the case, when we 
receive in a soiled glove, or even a clean one, the symbols of the 
body and blood of Jesus Christ. “Let every thing (says St. Paul) 


be done decently,” &c. OMEGA. 
* ; —>— 


. QUERY ON GOING TO CHURCH LATE. 


I have observed, Mr. Editor, that several of my friends are.in the 
habit of going to Church some five or ten minutes after the service 
has commenced, and as they are orderly and reasonable persons in 
other matters, and above all never keep a party waiting at dinner, I 
must not, in courtesy, suppose that they would act without a good 
reason in tliis more important matter. My rule has been to be in my 
pew at least five minutes before service commences; for which I 
could give many excellentreasons, such as composing the spirits, 
finding the psalms, lessons, and collect for the day; and imploring 
the blessings and presence of God. Can my friends give me better 


reasons for.arriving late? , VIGIL. 
[ Chris. Observer. 


& 


ON SOME RELIGIOUS INNOVATIONS. 
From a pamphlet signed ‘ Philalettes.’ 


Ata convention of clergymen, held at New Lebanon, New-York, 

1 Mr. Edwards introduced the followicg proposition, which 

to, there being only one dissenting voice. existence 

urches of evangelists, in such numbers as itute an 

se in the community separate from that of the se pastors; 

he introduction by evangelists.of measures, without consult- 

ing the pastors, or contrary to their ment and wishes, by an 

excitement of popular feelings which may seem to render acquies- 

cénce unavoidable, is to be carefully guarded against, as an evil 

which is calculated, or at least liable, to destro institutions 

< Ab ge Ministry, and fill the Churches wit fusion and 
er. . 
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The preceding proposition gives us a hint that the Presbyterian 
clergy, at least some of them, begin to see what will be the result of 
lay preaching. Gentlemen, you should have thought of this before 
now. The truth is, you will find your Church more and more dis- 
tracted, till you put a stop to theseustom of allowing unauthorized 
men and women to lead your m gs, and to attempt expound- 
ing the word of God. Your prayer-meeting leaders, whether male 
or female, and your itinerant students and evangelists, are every 
day, whether you and they believe so or not, unhinging your sys- 
tem. You cannot prevent it, until you fix a distinction between 
Ministers and Laymen. At present you have no distinction. For 
ifthey may preach, exhort, expound God’s word, and lead the de- 
votions of the worshipping assembly, why not administer the sacra- 
ments? TWe question does not concern me, but you will do well 
to take timely care of a valid ministry; and when you get it, allow 
of no encroachments, male or female. This will no doubt, be fora 
time, unpopular among you; because you have not a few in your 
‘communion, who are not a little proud of their gifts; and while a 
fondness for display, and the emotions of spiritual pride have 
places in the human heart, those whom you have employed to help 
you will not readily retire to the ranks, become private Christians 
and hold their tongues. Many of them, would no doubt leave you, 
in order to be continued conspicuous characters in other societies. 
You had better let them go. Powerful as you are, and popular as 
you are, you are in more danger from these coadjutors, these revi- 
val leaders, these male and female conductors of prayer-meetings, 
than from all quarters put tugether. Rest assured this@is the lan- 
guage of soberness and truth and of perfect good nature. 

—_—_—- . 
FOR THE GOSPEL MESSE“GER. 


VINDICATION OF BISHOP HEBER.* 


Messrs, Editors.—In two numbers of the Episcopal Recorder, of 
the dates of April 23d and 30th, I to my surprise and regret, 
A communication, credited to “the Hendon Record,” detracting 
from th® merits, and almost libellous to the character of the lament- 
ed Heber. 

We are told, that “ no evidence is afforded, that there was any 
real conversion whatever at Hodnet, under Heber’s ministrations,” 
the writer “‘ hopes and inclines to believe there were such 
but the evi of them is not afforded.” It would have 
like Heber, ave trumpeted forth the names of his spiritu 
verts, to havé boasted of “ the seals of his ministry.” ‘he write 
us,"in one place, that ‘“ He was faithful in his preaching, according 
to his light !” (proh pudor!) and in another place, with marvellous 
consistency informs us, that there is “ the strongest possible pre+ 
sumptive proof, that Ais ministrations were defective and unwittingly’ 


* A part of Pexcettent Essay has been omitted for want of room. 
GOS. MESS.—VOL. VIII. 23 
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unfaithful.” We are told that “his understanding of the funda- 
mental truths of the gospel was shallow,” and, “ his theology mea- 
gre.” 

I can regard such expressions, Messrs. Editors, as little less than 
an insult to the understandings, and an outrage upon the feelings of 
all Christian people. Heber, hful unto death,” “ defective and 
unwittingly unfaithful!” Heber, rich in native talent, rich in the 
stores of varied erudition, rich in all the sweet affections of nature, 
richer still in the gifts and graces of the spirit. Heber, whose elo- 
quence, charmed every listening ear, and held mighty minds in the 
fascination of its potent spell, whose “ pen was the pen of a.ready 
writer”—and whose writings, full of mind and full of heart, are 
before the Christian public, and stamped with the broad seal of its 
approval, will go down to an admiring posterity, whe“ The Re- 
cord” and “ I'he Recorder” shall both be forgotten. This man, “com- 
ing behind in no gift”—and sealed to a deathless fame, was still 
the poor recipient and dispenser of “‘ a meagre theology,” aud had 
a shallow understanding of fundamental gospel truths”—and, 
(admirable compliment to the penetration and the piety-of the age!) 
This meagre fare, has been deemed rich and substantial food, aud 
this “shallowness,” mistaken for depth in “the deep things of 
God!” A grosser libel upon exalted private worth or public senti- 
ment, has rarely appeared. I feel that its very grossness is its re- 
futation ; and that my pen is dishonoured, and your pages polluted 
by its repetition. It is right, however, that it should be spread with 
the branded stamp of reprobation, before the indignant eye of 
Christendom. 

And how was this “ unwitting unfaithfulness,” proved to the perfect 
satisfaction of this candid, liberal, Christian-spirited Censor? By 
“ the universal praise givén by the world (he might have said, the 
Christian world) to the character and proceedings of Heber.” 
This was “‘ the strongest possible presumptive proof” of unfaithful- 
ness. Admirable logic, striking modesty! Heber is “ esteemed 
very highly in love for his©work’s sake,” therefore, he must have 
been faithless. The world’admire him; therefore, the wagld is in 
error, bewitched by the magic spells of his name or bi#*talents. 
We only are free from the iscantation—we, therefore, will dissi- 
pate the public delusion—doubtless “ we are the people and wis- 
dom shall perish with us!” Had the approbation of this man of 
essrs. Editors, been confined to the infidel, or the profane, 
the careless and the worldly, there might hav@ been some 
for the sweeping inference drawn; but when approba- 
tién comes warmest from Christian hearts, and loudest from Chris- 
tian lips, when Protestant Europe and Protestant America and 
Protestant India, hailed him “as a burning and a shining light” 
while he lived, and bitterly mourned when that light was to them 
extinguished in death, surely, Messrs. Editors, it is going too far 
to construe this consentaneous feeling and verdi o a proof of 
his ministerial unfaithfulness. If ever the “‘ ubiqd@, ab-omnibus,” 
“* every where, by all men,” could be the test of truth and excellence, 
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it was in his case: and we cannot but recoil from the illiberal con- 
struction of this awarded meed of fame, as derogatory alike to the 
character of the dead, and the motives of the living. 

But scripture is referred to, in proof of the strange position as- 
sumed. Our “ Lerd” was called ‘“*‘ mad,” a “devil,” accused of 
uttering “ hard sayings which nonfcould bear,” &c. Is it forgot- 
ten that of this same Lord, it is recorded that “* he increased in sta- 
ture, and in favour with God and man; and that after the com- 
mencement of his ministry, “ great multitudes followed him,” un- 
mindful of hunger and thirst, so that they might hear ‘the graci- 
ous words” that fell from his lips? Was there not a division among 
the people, in reference to these very charges, that he had a devil 
and was mad! Did not his enemies fear to apprehend him on the 
feast day, ‘*lest there should be a tumult among the people?” Was 
he less faithful, when be thus carried with him the popular favour 
and admiration---when they cried ‘“* Hosanna to the Son of David, 
blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord”—-than when 
they cried “away with him, away with him, crucify him, crucify 
him?” Was his precursor, John the Baptist, unfaithful, because 
Jerusalem and all Judea flocked to his ministry, and regeived his 
baptism, confessing their sins? Did not even the guilty Herod, 
“hear him gladly, and do many things” at his bidding? Would 
he have been less faithful, if Herodias had held him in the same 
esteem, instead of asking his blood. Natural men then, may be 
favourably impressed, and kindly disposed towards a faithful Mi- 
nister, even though not entirely. converted by his ministry. It is 
admitted by ‘The Record,” that Heber produced an extensive and 
powerful impression on the pubhc mind, removiug prejudice, and 
conciliating favour tothe gospel. That very influence, so far from 
impugning his fidelity, proves it incontestibly. 

Is the same rule of judgment, Messrs. Editors, applied to those 
who think with “‘ The Record.” Here, alas, we must be forcibly and 
painfully struck, by the proof of partial and unequal judgment. 
Among themselves, success or popularity is admitted as a proof of 
ministerial excellence and ability; and failure, is kindly ascribed 
to the sme cause; a faithfulness which provokes the opposition of 
the natural heart. But, in regard to those who differ from them, 
the case is reversed. Are they, like Heber, admired and beloved, 
and successful? They have purchased their popularity at the price 
of their fidelity? Are they unsuccessful, their ministrations ne- 
glected. andtheir Churches thinned, it is still, because they aréy 
faithful. \ng@the one case, the natural heart is represented as o 
ed by faithful preaching. In the other, it desires it! Which afe 
we to believe? It is a bad rule which will not work both ways; 
but Aere the same rule leads to very different results, and diametri- 
cally opposite inferences are drawn from the same premises! The 
theologian who thinks with Newton and Scott, can prove alike his 
faithfulness, b cting crowds, or by driving men away from his 
ministrations: he who is content with “the meagre theology” of 
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Heber, whether followed or forsaken, blessed or unblessed iv bis 
work, cannot but be faithless! Is this righteous judgment ? 
Notwithstanding this reckless charge, in opposition to the senti- 
ment of the Christian world, denying his faithfulness, we are still 
told, that “ his heart, there can be not doubt, was touched by the 
finger of God, and he was bord@from above, by the incorruptible 
seed which liveth and abideth forever.” Not only is he represent- 
ed as a truly converted man, but it is admitted that “he probably 
removed prejudices against Christianity both from European and In- 
dian minds, to a very great extent; that he assisted in other ways 
in building up the temple of the Most High;” and that, a sincere 
believer in Christianity, he exhibited such a pattern of its spirit and 
purity and beauty, as struck the eye of all, and probably produced 
an impression on the winds of multitudes, that the faith rested on 
by such a being, could not be, but pure and holy and valuable—it 
was not so much the understanding of the divine faith that was com- 
municuted, as an impression favourable to Christianity as previous- 
ly apprehended, which might lead to examination and end in con- 
version. If he did this, (his enemies or rather detractors). them- 
selves being judges—he did much—“ and verily he shall in nowise 
lose his reward.” I know not what nobler claim he could have had 
upon the gratitude and veneration of the Christian public. He 
“ commended the truth to every man’s conscience in the sight of 
the Lord”—and surely in this course, there was more of the “ meek- 
ness of wisdom,” that wisdom which is from above, first pure, then 
gentle, full of wercy and good fruits, than is evinced in the course 
of those, who make even the sweetest gospel truths a by 
the medium through which they are presented; who €xcite preju- 
dices instead of dissipating them ; who disgust these whom they 
should win, whose “hand is against every man, and every man’s 
hand against them,” who first provoke opposition and then boast of 
it, who court (I had almost said deserve) persecution, and then 
adopting a martyr air and language, represent theraselves “‘ as per- 
secuted for righteousness’ sake.” Better were it a thousand times 
that they should lead men to a favourable estimate and fair exami- 
nation of the gospel, which may eventuate in conversion than by 
coarseness and dogmatism, to confirm the prejudices, and render 
incurable their obstinacy, when, with a Heber’s spirit, and a He- 
ber’s manner, they might have won them to repentance, and been 
instrumental in saving their souls from death ! 
ft is admitted in “ The Record,” that in the obnoxious article in 
nglish Review, “ Scott and Newton has been spoken of with 
respect and admiration.” Can the same be said of the language of 
“The Record,” in regard toHeber? Can the excellencies conced- 
ed to him, and the natural and spiritual graces ascribed to him, at 
all atone for the one crying charge, of ministerial unfaithfulness / 
Nay, is not all the light that is here thrown upon his character, art- 
fully made to deepen the darkness of the picture,gand cause his 
alleged defects to stand out, in more bold and startling relief. I 
confess, Messrs. Editors, that I look upon this awkward combine 
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tion of glowing praise and ruthless censure, with disgust and sick- 
ness of spirit. It is like the adorning of the destined victim with 
flowers and garlands and ribbons. It is like the praise of the 
prisoners fortitude under torture, which is eloquently given by the 
lips of his savage foe, ere he strikes the last fatal blow. Heber is 
commended, and then straightway sacrificed on the altar of preju- 
dice, as shallow in understauding, faithless in ministry, and conse- 
quently, a betrayer of the truth. 

1 cannot, Messrs. Editors, divine the cause or intent of such an 
article, in reference to such a man at the presenttime. If ever there 
was one on whose tomb ought to be inscribed the pious wish, re- 
quiescat in pace, surely it was Heber, the man of peace. He enter- 
ed not, whale living, iuto the warfare of religious party ; why should 
he be followed by it when dead? His catholic and loving spirit, 
loved and was loved by the good of all parties; and shall envy fol- 
low such a man to his grave, and strive to tear thence the well- 
earned crown which death itself did not wither, and the grave has 
not spoiled’ Shall detraction brood over that grave, and then flap 
its broad wings, and go to its solitary nest, and there croak out the 
note of disparagement. There is a sacredness in death, even in 
ordinary cases, felt and respected by all. It terminates the enmi- 
ty, and softeus the feelings even of worldly men; shail professedly 
Christian men be without this feeling? If, in the grave, even the 
humblest are at rest from unkindness, who does not feel that doub- 
ly sacred should be a Heber’s rest. He that invades it, is sacrile+ 
gious indeed 

Deeply am I pained, Messrs. Editors, that the “ Episcopal Recor- 
der,” should (thoughtlessly 1 would hope) have circulated on this 
side of the Atlantic, an invidious and strife-stirring charge, which on 
the other side,if ““ The Record” hare any weight, must have produced 
a painful excitement. From its recent change of name, and I may 
add, from its improved spirit, | had augured benefit to the dearest 
interests of our Communion; and wholly out of character does it 
seem that auy Episcopal Recorder, should recurd a libel which 
should have been consigned to perpetual oblivion, should lend its 
aid to the vain attempt to dim the calendar of one of the brightest 

. stars, in the whole constellation of Episcopal wurthies. 

It was but recently, (if my memory serves me) that this same 
Periodical announced the cheering fact that “there was peace in 
our spiritual borders,” and that we were “a city at unity within it- 
self.” Is it thus that it would “keep the unity of the spirit in the 
bond of peace,” by disturbing the ashes and assailing the meme 
of one, whom it was believed, we all delighted to honour, whose 
fame, is the common property of Christendom, but especially the 
glory of our own Communion ? 

I will trust, Messrs. Editors, that the article was hastily copied 
without carefully examining its tendency, aad with a view to its 
bearing ona different question, and that with the same Christian spirit, 
which I have delighted to see breathed from its pages of late, its 
conductor will promptly disavow any intention of injuring the fair 
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fame of one, who may not alas, arise from his distant grave to vin- 
dicate himself, or to wound the feelings of those who think with 
him in doctrine, and would rejoice to emulate him in spirit. One 
thing is certain, that whatever be the decision of the Record or “ The 
Recorder,” his memory will live and long live in the hearts of thou- 
sands; and were he permitted to speak for himself, doubtless he 
would say, in the meek joy of his happy: spirit, ‘* behold my witness 
is in heaven, my record, is on high.” H. 8. 














POETRY. 


The following was written by the Hon. St. Grorce Tocgen, of Virginia, on being 
solicited to know, why he has ceased to court the Poetic Muse? 


Days of my youth! ye have glided away ; 

Hairs of my youth! ye are frosted and gray; 

Eyes of my youth! your keen sight is no more; 
Cheeks of my youth! ye are furrow’d all o'er; 
Strength of my youth! all your vigour is gone ‘ 
Thoughts of my youth! your gay visions are flown! 


Days of my youth ! I wish not your recall ; 

Hairs of my youth! I’m content you should fall ; 

r, of my youth! ye mucb evil have seen ; 

Cheeks of my youth! bath’d in tears have you been; 
Thoughts of my youth! ye have led me astray, 
Strength of my youth! why lament your decay; 


Days of my age! ye will shortly be past! 
Pains of my age! yet a while you can last ; cs 
Joys of my age! in true wisdom delight ; 
Eyes of my age! be Religion your light; 

oughts of my age! dread ye not the cold sod ‘ie 
Hopes of my age! be fix’d on your Gop. a4 


Pinckney Lecture on the greatness and goodness of the Deity.— The 
second semi-annual lecture on this foundation for the present year 
was delivered at St. Philip’s Church, the day appointed by the tes- 
tator, May 11, by the Rev. Francis H. Rutledge, Rector of St. 
Thomas’ Parish. It was gratifying to the congregation to have 
the prayers conducted on the occasion by the Rev. Edward Rut- 
ledge, a Professor in the University of Pennsylvania—now on a 
visit to his native land. 

St. Stephen's Chapel.—tit is with great satisfaction that we an- 
nounce that this valuable institution is now entirely relieved of its 
debt. The amount $134 50 was obtained, by the exertions of an 
active philanthrophist, from several male members of our Churches. 
We learn that they contributed promptly and cheerfully, and that 
a larger sum if necessary could have been collected. 
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Episcopal Female Bible, Prayer Book and Tract Societygee-The 


annual meeticg was held at St. Stephen’s Chapel, on un- 
Tuesday, (being the anuiversary.) After ers and a short ad~- 


Managers andof the Treasurer were read. It appears that during 
the year there have been distributed of Bibles gratuinously 82, by 
sale ®2; of Prayer Books, 177, and of Tracts, 10823. The month- 
ly distribution of Tracts to such persons as were willing to receive 
them has been steadily prosecuted. Thirty-six anfiual and 4 life 
members have beer added Al the year. The whole number of 


dress from de officiating Minister, the Reports of the Board of 


menibers is 26 Life, and 175 al. The Treasurer reported the 
expenditures 8226 374. Balancein hand $4 624. 


Charleston Protestant Episcopal Sunday School Society.---The 
anniversary meeting on Whitsun-Tuesday, was held at St. Paul’s 
Ciprch. After divine service and an Address by the Rev. Mr. 
ul. the annual Report was read. Thanks were voted for the 
«address and a copy requested for publication. It was resolved that 
the funds and members should be divided between the Sunday 
School Societies of the four Churches in Charleston, on their be- 
coming auxiliary to the “ Diocesan Sunday School Society,” which 
is to supersede the Society above named. This new arrangement 
of the system, it is reasonably hoped will give it greater efficiency. 
The collection amounted to $38 93}. 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Churgh.—The annual meeting of the Board of Directors was 
held on 10th of May, at Philadelphia. The Sermon was 
preached from Isaiah x1. 3, 4, by the Rev. Dr. Anthon, of Trinity 
Church, rk. The collection was 8100. It appeared from 
the re this Society has now 74 auxiliary associations (16 
added during the year.) Its periodical paper has been much sought 
after and very useful. Résolutions were passed pledging zeal for 
the Society, and approving the late movements in New-York to aid 
the Green Bay Missional 


Georgia.—T he nintl Diocesan Convention met on St. Simon's 
Island on the 18th of April. The Sermon. was preached on the 
preceding day, being Sunday, by the Rev. Mr. H. Smith. Text, 
Psalms Ixxxvii. 3d and Sth verses. Present 3 Clergymen and 5 
hae 

t was stated that at Macon “ a Jot had been purchased, and fdinds 
collected for the erection of a Church, and that the congregation 
Were anxious to obtain a Minister, tv whom they were able and 
willing to give a comfortable support.” 

In their report, the Standing Committee say it is their conviction 
“that an efficient and permanent supply for the wants of the Church 
in thi State, can only be expected from the dedication to the ‘work 
of the Ministry, of some of its own youth.” Pp 





>. 
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a motion, Resolved, That this Convention, feeling a deep in- 
terest in the honour ofthe Church, and in the safety of its members, 
do recommend to t spective Communicants of the Churches in 
the Diocese, to observe that sobriety and seriousness of deportment, 
which should ever distifguish the followers of Chi, from ‘ the 
lovers of pleasure, more than the lovers of God.’ nd they would 
respectfully call the attention of the members of the Church in this 
Diocese, to the following expression of opinion, entered upon the 
journal of the flouse of Bishops, in the General Convention, A. D. 
1817, and subsequently read in the H@hse of Clerical and Lay De- 
puties, at the same Convention, ] 

“The House of Bishops, solicitous for the preservation of the 
purity of the Church, and the piety of its members, are induced to 
impress upon the Clergy the important duty, with a discreet but 
earnest zeal, of warning the people of their respective cyres, of the 
danger of an indulgence in those worldly pleasures, which y 
tend to withdraw the affections from spiritual things. And ccpeelty 
on the subject of gaming—of amusements involving cruelty to the 
brute creation, and of theatrical representations, to which some pe- 
culiar circumstances have called their attention—they do not hesi- 
tate to express their unanimous opinion, that these amusements, as 
well from their licentious tendency, as from the strong temptations 
to vice which they afford, ought not to be frequented.” 

In his report, the Rector of Christ Church, Savannah, remarks : 
“ its financial concerns are in a much better condition than they 
have been for many years past. A liberal bequest, made by the 
» late Miss Wilkins, has enabled the Wardens and V to liqui- 
date the remaining debt, and to improve the appearance of the 
building as well as add to the number of pews, b ing thear- 
rangement of the pulpit and reading desk. , 

** Much praise is also due to the few ladies co 
ficent Society, for their active and persevering indugt#y, in raising 
an amount sufficient for the purchase ofa new and very handsome 


~ organ.” 
> 7 ‘of St. Paul’s, Augusta, & ks: “ The room, now 
too small for the comt le accommodation of 
ool, it is contemplated, immediately to erect a build- 
ing for the purpose, of brick, 50 feet by 30—a subscription for which 
has already been commenced.” 
Kenyon College, Ohio.—A gentleman a Non-Episcopalian, who 
ge. wished his name not mentioned, bas offered through the Recorder, 
printed at Philadelphia, five hundred dollars to the above institu- 
tiow, provided nineteen persons subscribe the same sum within six 
months. : 
West-Indies.—* The British West-Indies are Brides into 
two Dioceses—Jamaica and Barbadoes with the Leeward Islands. 
Each of these have now a resident Bishop and Deacons, &.* 
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“ Jamaica is divided into 21 Parishes, which contain 5.505 
slaves. It has 21 Rectors, and 24 Curates,.21 Churches and 20 
Chapels, which will seat about 12,000 soul esides these, there 
are 30 places of worship on the Island, not of the established Church. 

_ Barba the twelve Islands included in the same Dio- 
cese, have 41 @hurches, 10 Chapels, 43 Clergy, 40 Catechists and 
Teachers, 28 Parsonage Houses, and 19 School Hotes. 

“* These establishments are comparatively new, and if maintain- 
ed in the spirit of the Great Founder of Christianity, will be emi- 
nently useful.” 4 


France.— Large bodies of a... Catholic Clergy and Laity, 
(says the London Christian Observer) are renouncing the errors of 
Popery, and forming themselves into a Protestant Church; we trust, 
inthe main, on conscientious and intelligent grounds, or at least un- 
der circumstances as hopeful as those which accompanied the early 
stages of the Reformation. It is much that the Protestant Churches 
are crowded with attentive auditors—tiat the bible and religious 
publications are extensively and earnestly demanded. 

East-Indies.—Letters (says the Christian Sentinel) state that 
about three thousand families of Roman Catholics have applied for 
religious instruction aud ordinances, to the English Missionaries. 

' = 

Persia.—Mr. Groves, an Englishman, who, near the close of 
1829, commenced a mission to Persia, is labouring at his own 
charge, ae ee, with any missionary institution. The 
same is u tood to be true of Mr. Parnell, son of Sir Henry 

Newman, a distinguished scholar from the Uni- 


Liberality prompt, generous, and “‘ easy to be intreated.”—A clergy- 
man had mefitioned to bis congregation, a measure, which he 
deemed of vital importance to the Episcopal Chure cause | | 
of religion, and that to mplish it he depended w con- 

» gregation for pecunirfiie His duties, however, many 

» and severe that it was impossible for him to call upon th ndivi- 
dually for their donations. The object he thought sufficiently com- 
mended itself to them, and he trusted they would see at once hae 2 
duty without any further remarks from him, and though he should ~ 
be prevented from making a personal application to them, he would 
thankfully receive, at his house, any moneys they were disposed to 
contribute towards carrying his plan into operation. To their cre- 
dit be it recorded, that the very next day there were sent to him 
two thousand dollars.— Auburn Gos. Mess. 


= 


% Sunday School Teacher's folly.—The portion of scripture to 

which the children’s attention had been called was the passiiig of 

e Jordan by the Israelites, and throughout Joshua was called by 

their teacher General Joshua. This comes of imitating Milman 
GOS. MESS.—VOL. VIII 24 
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and @ther rationalists who would “ reduce in the estimation of their 


_. which P: its wisdom, may variously 


© Sate 


readers, patriarchs, prophets, and the sweet singers of Israel, 
to a level with the etfs, and seers, and rhymers of any wandering 


and barbarous tribe.” 

Travelling on the Lord’s day.—At a meeting of Basi, minis- 
ters of various denominations held in Manchester, on December 20, 
several resolutions were made condemnatory of the determination 
of the Directors of the Liverpoolgand Manchester Railway, that 
their carriages shall travel on thee day. 


Signs of the Times.—“ A pa has just been published in 
Knoxville, Ten. with the following title, ‘An apology for leaving the 
Presbyterians, aud joining with the Protestant Episcopal Church; 
in a letter addressed to Union Presbytery, of East Tennessee, by 
Charles W. Todd. Together with a brief view of the evidence 
which induced a change in his seutiments relative to Church gov- 
ernment.” 

ie 
NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Christian Consolalions; or the Sorrows of Christian People, in their design and 
anfluences variously considered ; in Sermons adapted to different occasions a inds 
of umn affliction, by Nath. Bowen, D. D. Rector of St. Michael's Church, Charleston. 

his unpretending volume is the offering of affection from a pastor to his people 
many of whom he had trained from infancy, and whose children are now the sub- 
jects of his pious solicitude. We can conceive of no more appropriate token of 
gratitude and regard, and we sincerely hope that these Sermons will comfort and 

ly, as we are sure they will if properly read, those to whom i 

he circumstances which claim for them a more than ordinary 
terestingly adverted to in the Preface: “ The present offering a 
has been induced by the consideration of circumstances as 
deration that I am, and can be, personally, too little with yousi 
multiplied sorrows; and that, possibly, my lack of service tows 
in some little degree, be supplied. 1! pretend not to place in 


of Consolations, such as you may find, in all ae: suitable to! r 
it you to be visited. I do but 


d improvement, so far as t y seem to you worthy of ei- 
ections which, under di umstances of tribulation, 
ime, been addressed to you, as last called, in the course 
e office of your Minister.” 4 4 . 
ie will of God, that my absence from you, shall, be such as to 
close up finally the intercourse of our reciprocal relations in his Church on earth, 
ay, perhaps, not be without some ae | gratification, that you shall find 

Ives in possession of this little token of the solicitude and affection, with 
which I had thought and hoped, in some degree, to promote your Christian happi- 
ness and welfare.” 

There are six Sermons which embrace all the chief topics of Christian Consola- 
tion, and they are brought to bear upon afflictions in general, but more particu- 
larly on those of which death is the source. The loss of triends, of children, and 
the prospect of one’s own death, icularly in the case of a parent, are the occa- 
sion of four of the Sermggs, while the remaining two point out the necessity and 
advantage of aillictions Mherally even tothe best among mortals. 

“The necessity and advantage of the mingled experience of good and evil,’ 
Gghiapis the subject of the first Sermon) are illustrated by the considerations, that 

men cannot pretend that they do not deserve evil, neither do they deserve good— 
that, “‘ by the experience of the evil, they must most effectually learn the valde 
and ase the —that, the goodness of God is man’s security that his purposes 
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respecting him are good—and lastly, that men have assurance of abundant aid from 
God himself to give efficacy to their endeavours to endure evil. " 

In the second Sermon the necessity of affliction evemfor the good is amply illus- 
trated by these topics. “It is necessary to their ex ental acquaintance with 
truths, the most indispensable to their salvation. It is Necessary to the correction 
of their neglect ¢ essentials of the true Christian character—it is necessary to 
put them forw m one to another stage of religious improvement—it is neces- 
sary to the trial of their faith, and by its trial, to the proof of its llency, andthe 
manifestation of its bl d , to th Ives and to the world 

The application is a happy specimen of the wholesome counsel, and affectionate 
spirit which pervade these discourses. “‘ In the day of our adversity, then, instead 
of hardily defying the chastening of 1 i ves to 
fruitless and inconsolable sorrow J L ‘our- 





sion to his justice. Let us seriously r whence adversity comes upon us, and 
what are the ends which it is designed byhim who sends it upon us, to promote. 
Our whole existence upon earth, is a state of discipline, the end of which, is the 
salvation of our souls, and our eternal happiness, as joint heirs with Christ of glory. 
The distresses of whatever kind, which we are called to undergo, are means of 
this unspeakably important end. It is of the mercy of God, then, that they are 
appointed us. Adore, therefore, this mercy, Christian sufferer, whoever thou art, 
and in the midst of thy sorrows lift up thy heart in humble gratitude to heaven, and 
surrender thyself to its kind and gracious purpose. Think not, whatever may al- 
ready have been thy afflictions that thou hast suffered enough for thine own bene- 
fit and thy master’s glory, so long as he calls thee still to suffer more. Be it but 
thy care, that righteousness and trae holiness, shall be the fruit of all thy sorrows— 
and then mayst thou cherish the assurance in all its consoling power, that great as 
are the troubles of the righteous, the Lord will deliver him out of all, and crown the 
patient piety of his endurance of them with the joys of his eternal presence.” 
( To be continued.) 


Memorial of Bishop Hobart.—The respected author in a recent letter in “The 


Churchman,” favours us with some additional —— in illustration of his 
e 


historical statements. From the prospectus publi#hed by the late lamented Bishop 
Hobart, in 1 he quotes, the “ Board of Trustees (of the proposed Theologic 
Seminary) render an account of the state of the institution to the said Conven- » 
tion viz, (the Convention) at its stated meetings.” It does not appear that 

th jon were to have a negative on the appointment of Trustees. 
The : tfoul “in its details,” allotted to that ecclesiastical body— 
consist iennially an account of the state of the Seminary. 

The bio further quotes from the prospectus: Bishop Hobart “ was deeply 
impressed at an period of Ais ministry with the conviction that institutions 
similar to those which he now i 
of the Protestant Episcopal C 
very first, who thought of an Theological Seminary. 

on the subject was in . Theact of the South 
on the same was in February, 4 ; 

The biggrapher also informs us that “The minutes of the Vi 
Church) extend to a period not less remote than June 28, 1697” —an 
Church was built in 1696. Dr. Ramsay, the historian of South-Carolina, says 
first Episcopal Church in that state was built ‘about 1690.” The reviewer i 
red that a parish was organized there before the Church was built, and on that 
ground, did not deny that old Trinity parish (New-York) was the “ mother of 
us all,” nly made it a question, or rather expressed a little doubt. His words 
were “It is probable that the parish of St. Philips was more ancient.” But the 
matter is of no consequence, except as inviting the curious to the search of ancient 
documents, in doing which something important may be discovered. 

The last days of Bishop Heber, by Thomas Robinson, A. * Archdeacon of Madras, 
and late Domestic Chaplain to his Lordship.—Seldom has the Christian world exhi- 
bited so bright a constellation of Christian virtues, combined wit rare a variety 
of talent as were united in the life and character of the lamented r. Sé 
has it been called to witness the loss of so valuable a gem amo ministeri 


* The above is for sale at No. 4, and No. 79 Broad-street. 





servants. of the Most High, who to use his own language, “ delighted to consider 
himself'the chief Missionary of India.” ‘That cause with which the best interests 
of man are so intimately ¢omnected, sustained, a serious shock by the event of his 
death. Like our own i al Dehon, he loved to consider. himself the servant of 
all. Mild and affable in his deportment, he appears to have Wopsthe affections of 
even Pagan worshippers, and should it have pleased the All wiiipose of events 
to have prolonged his valuable lite, judging from the progres e, by the divine 
blessing. under influence of his virtues and talents he doubtless with the same 
divine aid, would have been, in a great measure, the instrument in extending the 
light of revealed religion to the remotest of the Asiatic nations. In a visitation of 
his immense diocese, he penetrated countries hitherto untrod by Protestant Pre- 
lates. In thus conveying the light of di tguth to these remote, though popu- 
lowe s, he has laid the foundation, We trust, of a further extension of the Re- 
d $ kingdom—the most valuable nt which could be reared to his holy 
zeal and exalted piety. ‘ 

It is but a few months since the AmeMeaH public greeted the publication of two 
interesting volumes containing, the history of his life, by his widow, which we pre- 
sume our readers have already seen. Another work composing one octavo vo- 
lume, has just issued from the press of the Messrs. Swords* of New-York, which for 
typographical neatness does great credit to the enterprising publishers. This vo- 
lume derives not a little of its interest from the fact, that the pious and talented 
author was the domestic Chaplain of the Apostolic Heber, whose “ last days” are 
here sketched with an interest and eloquence rarely surpassed. ‘These pages 
breathe the spirit of evangelical piety, and delineate some of the most lovely traits 
of an extraordinary character. We will venture to affirm that no one who impar- 
tially reads this excellent little Memoir but will rise from the perusal with the reso- 
lution of becoming more humble, more holy, and more zealous in the cause of his 
divine Master. 

The author, in a Preface, addressed to the inhabitants of Madras and its Provin- 
ces, of which we are glad to learn he has been appointed Archdeacon, makes the 
following observations, which, as they will convey to our readers a just idea of 
the nature of the work before us, we here insert. 

“In the following pages,” say® Mr. Robinson, “Ihave not aimed at presenting 
i with a picture of his accomplished mind, or sought to interest in the num- 

i rless and varied acquirements of his extensive genius. It wo indeed, have 
been a needless task, since it has been already faithfully pourtrayed by ler 
and a dearer hand, but I have been deeply solicitous to comme your ion 
and regard this beloved Apostle of the East in lis self-deflyi s—his hum- 
ble labours—his devoted spirit—bis heavenly mind. Still ve I attempted to 
draw his character, forthere were some features so fine and delicate and of such chang- 
ing beauty, that it would require his own exquisitg pencil and his own beautiful ima. 

inati Mray them accurately. The simple extracts from my private jour- 
| part of my family, then dis d connected as they are with 
‘ove and reverence, will, be acceptable, as affording a | 
his apostolical labours, a hat of greater minuteness’ 
ligious feelings and re s. The delineation of both 
n was rendered impossible, the first oy his great natural modes- 
. ncerned his own exertions, and the last by that sensibility of 
d which shrunk from any thing like ap exhibition of spiritual anatomy, even in 
ate and confidential letters.” 


» An Appeal to the State by Censor.—The object of this pamphlet is to recommend 
the removal of the chief officer of the College at Columbia. Of@@@urse the 
Christian public cannot approve of his great influence, talent and learning being 
brought to bear against their religion. Neutrality, at least, is reasonably expected 
of one in such a station. It appears to us it has been departed from. We trust it 


will be so no more, ca Fs course which our author justly reprehends is persisted 


in, Christianity will sa Fiat justitia,” &c. We are in duty bound to add that 
we were perfectly astonished at the quotations from the “Elements of Political 
nomy” and*the “Tract on Free Discussion”—in particular the unquali- 
eulogy of the infidel female preacher Frances Wright. We should have 


* These gentlemen have been pleased to present a copy to the “ Editors of the Gos. Mess.” 
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supposed that common prudence, to say nothing of higher motives, would have 
prevented the uttering and printing of such sentiments. Fj 

The author alleges that “sneers and sarcasms” against the bible, and isolated 
difficulties in it areit‘continually” introduced into thé President's lectures. We 
shall not credit the simple testimony of an anonymous writer, and trust he 
has been misinf . But the « Elements of Politic onomy”’ were read be- 
fore the senior and we presume just as they are ed. How can the-re- 
marks above referred to be reconciled with the President's dang to the crags 
in 1830, where he says “all who derive their authority undef Our legislat 
prohibited from intermeddling with religious subjects,” and again, “I have always 
said to the students, that while you are under the controMof your parents, it is 
right, and it is wise in you to adopt and profess their religious tenets as yourown?” 


The study of the Classics on Christian Principles.—This is a sensible pam from 
the pen of the Rev. Samuel Seabury, (clarum and venerabile nomen) who is am as- 
sociate with the Rev. Mr. Muhlenburgh, in the charge of the Christian Institute at 
Flushing, L.1. It announces hisintention if suitably encouraged * to edit a few of 
the more Popular Classics, with a view of adapting them to a course of Christian 
education.” In issuing this prospectus, the author's object is “ to ascertain in some 
degree, the reception which such a work is likely to meet, and to elicit the x eg 
ons of competent judges on the prospect of utility which it affords.” It is evident, 
that Mr. Seabury is familiar with the Classics, and knows how to use them for “ the 
iurtherance ot the gospel.” He is in favour of thoroughly separating every offen- 
sive passage, however it may be recommended by “ beauty of language or poig- 
nancy of satire,” And would embody in each volume such notes as will point out 

moral errors and deficiencies of the text,* and bring it to bear testimony on 

he necessity and advantages and truth, of divine revelation.” His notes must 

be intended to embrace a wide compass, although “they will be simple and 

concise,” for when called upon to trace “ the coincidences between the orations 

against Calatine and the narrative of Sallust,” he will take occasion to shew how 

the genius of Paley has availed itself of this argument from coincidences, for the 
confirmation of the history and biography in the holy scriptures. 

We judge favourably of the author’s ability togglti his task, by no means a light 
one, presuming of course that he will avail himself of the writings of the living and 
dead, after thé manner of Mant and Doyley, in their valuable compilation of notes 
on the Holy, Bible. a 

Christian.can doubt that a Horace or Virgil, or Cicero, with notes of the char- 
act contemplaa be a valuable auxiliary to the great cause of right educa- 
tion—education 1 embraces in its purposes the “ heart, the soul, and the mind.” 

The following extracts will be acceptable to our readers: “ Tye study of Classi- 
cal Literature is an indispensable requisite in a course of liberal instruction.” “In 
the face of all opposition, the pélfrons of liberal education may 


» the utility of classical studie 


“ They must, as far as possi 
lieved, affords peculiar facil opening the truth, incu 
and infusing the spirit of fianity. This position may be 

“The theological student,"When he begins systematically: 
dences of his faith, is surprised to find a vast array of facts, wit 
cal reading has made him familiar, but ‘he connexion of which, with the subject 
he is about {o investigate, he had but partially estimated, or not at all anticipated, 
Do Grotius and Stillingfleet undertake to convince him of the veracity of the _ 
saic history? They make an immediate draught on him for all his knowledge of) 
ancien fane history and for much of his Heathen mythology. Does he foly” 
low Mede and Newton in the path of prophecy? Here again historical knowl ' 
that can be gleaned only from the classics, is brought into requisition. Would he 
weigh the arguments of Barrow and Horsely laying the foundation for the super- 
structure of the Christian faith in the eternal principles of moral trath? He is r- 
ferred at once to the finest passages of Heathen antiquity for a large share of that 
universal consent which proves the immutability and eternity of the distinctions in 
moral sentiment, Does he turn to Leland, urging the necessi revelati 
define, with greatér precision, the true boundaries between d vice, ‘righ - 


‘. This Seminary conducts “ the education of youth on strictly Christian Princi- 
Pp’ es.”’ 
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and wrong, el toy their practical observance by means of penal sanctions 
and legislativ ority? Again he must gather his proofs, in regard to the ey 
and extent of the deficiency, from the authors whom he has read at school or col. 
lege. Do the writers on sacrifice insist on the various 5 ive and practical 
bearings of the doctrines of the cross? Scarcely a poet, am r, or historian of 
antiquity but is appealeg@tofor illustrations of the nature of e, or the senti- 
ments with which it w ered. Does he consult Lardner ey on the genu- 
i or authenticity Of the inspired records? And would he be less likely to 
te the force of their arguments, by having applied the same criteria to Cesar 
or Livy, or by having.traced the coincidences between the orations against Cata- 
line and the narrativ@ of Sallust? In short, there are few branches of the Christian 
evidences which, in many of their details, are nut intimately interwoven with the 
relics of classical lore.” 

q the fragments of Heathen tradition, and such of the legends of mythology 
as are the distortions of sacred truth, be traced to and compared with their bright 
origigals. Let the importance of those pa which tend to prove universal 
agreement in the principles which are the foundation of moral and religious truth, 
be pointed out as they occur. Let those maxims of conduct, and those examples 
of life which illustrate the imbecility of human reason and the perverseness of the 
human affections in the investigation and practice of moral truth, be urged on the 
attention of the pupil, as so many antecedent probabilities that divine illumination 
would be shed on the darkness of the general mind. Let courage and friendship 

* and patriotism, which possess such fascinations for the youthful bosom, and are 
destined to exert over it so mighty a sway either for good or evil, and which are ex- 
hibited on the classic page in a light more brilliant than pure, be occasionally ana- 
lyzed, and their examples soe on to the character of Jesus Christ as the legitimate 
standard of moral worth: and as the student gazes, with mingled admiration and 
sorrow, on the perversions of those complex endowments, let Christianity inform 
him of the noble ends to which, under her auspices, they have been and may still 
be directed. Let the same page which dazzles the reader with the splendid ambi- 
tion of an Alexander or Cesar, or disgusts him with the loathsome enormities of a 
Heliogabalus or a Nero, remind him thet the same or similar principles are dormant 
in his youthful heart, and thus céfivince him of his personal need of a Saviour, by 

* whose‘aid alone they can be controlled or eradicated.” ‘ 

“ Let this be done, and Christianity will have gained a new auxiliary in the reno- 
@Wation of mankind; and an extensive tract of human learning will have been re- 
claimed and fertilized with the waters of life.” 

We regard our author as attempting to remove the only good objection to the 
study, in youth, of the Classics, and asa valuable ally of fessor Stuart, and 
others, who areusefully persuading our countrymen not to form prejadices against 
the Classics, not to suppose, as some good and some strong men think, that to study 
them is , and incompatible with pro attention to the Holy Bible. | 

nt Professor, just name s us, use the sun and not de- | 

of knowledge. We w occasion to remark that per- 

e Latin Classics, like th in use from the Greek, (the 

inora) would be preferable toexpurgated editions, because 
search for and dwell upon those passages which are omitted, 

n that it was desired to keep them out of theirview. Moreover, 

choice portions of the old Latin writers would thus become known to those 
fho perhaps do not stay long enough at school to go through all the works from 

h the selections are made. We would add the Eeee that the day is not distant 
en Christian Latin writers, Chrysostom, Lactantius, and other fathers, Buchanan 

“an the Psalms, Grotius de Veritate, and the like, will be read in our “@hristian 

institutes.” 

Sermon on Confirmation. by Bishop Meade of Virginia.—This Sermon and the’ 

long notes annexed to it, besides showing the divine authority, and usefulness of 
the “laying on of hands,” adduces the testimony in its favour, more at length than 
msual, of distinguished individuals attached to Churches in, which the rite is not 

ised, andggfleed, the approbatory testimony of the General Assembly of the 
yterian It contains also various useful su more pat collateral to- 













































































cs. tits erit is the earnest appeal addressed more icularly to the 
young to come out from the world, and choose the good part w shall never be 
taken away from them. Few of our Clergy are moreremarkable for what the French ~ 
call *‘ onclion,” than the pious, warm-hearted prelate whose discourse is before us. 




















ubdlications, 


The following extracts will confirm the opinions we have oli expressed. © 
“Confirmation must not be done for any, except those who s have 
presented by the Minister to the Bishop, in writing, as persons whom he deems 
worthy. And he h it becomes the privilege and duty of those who have been 
confirmed, to pa ‘of the Lord’s Supper, in obedi to the nd of Him 
whose disciples now profess to be. This simple ent serves to correct 
an error into whieh some have fallen in relation to our ch, who “ime al 





any persons who shall feel thus disposed, may come forward at any time 
Communion, without conferring with the Minister or any other person. A 

ing to the rubric no ome €an come to the Lord’s Supper withiput being previously 
confirmed, or being ready and desirous so to be, (when opportunity shall offer) ; 
and none are allowed to be confirtaed who are not recommended by the Minister, 
who is of course to ground bis recommendation on a knowledge and belief of their 
fitness.” 

To parents: ‘ Let me propose to you a few questions. From the moment God 
gaveithese dear children into your arms, what has been your most anxious desire, 
your mest diligent endeavour forthem? Have you been seeking their eternal wel- 

fare above all other things? Look into your hearts and see what is your chief daily 
care and concern forthem. Is it that they may grow in grace, that they may 
better and better prepared for death; or is it not rather what shall they eat, wh 
shall they drink, wherewithal shall they be clothed? What are your most anxious 
thoughts and painful feelings concerning your children? Are they, lest their souls 
be lost, and they be consigned to everlasting shame and suffering? Or are they not 
concerning their condition in this world, lest they meet with sorrow and shame, 
and poverty?) What are your most pleasing thoughts, your fondest anticipations, 
i@Wegardto your children? Do your hearts kindle into joy at the thought of see- 
ing them kneeling around the altar, or at hearing them renew those vows you once 
Made in their name ; of the holy and useful lives they may lead; the happy deaths 
theyjmay die; and the glorious eteraity which you and they will spend with the bless- 
ed angels, and in the presence of the Redeemer? Or do they not exult at the 
thought of the figure your children may one day make in this world ; how learned, 
how el nt, how rich, how honourable your sons may be; how lovely, how 
graceful, how admired, how caressed your daughters may be? Be faithful to your- 
selves, Ae in this examination, and see manger desires and endeavours 
agree with what promised for them in baptism. ete are some parents, who, 
from the mola making these pete ta do the very reverse of ote, They™ 
not only most efiminally neglect the religious instruction of their children, thus leay- 
ing them in the hands of the wicked one, but their hearts are filled with the vainesf 
thoughts and most unholy desires with regardtothem. To sing, to dance, to play 
well on an instrument of music, to dress fashionably, and to trifle in'Wain c 
tion with the gay and the thoughtless: this isalmost the only educati 
rs. To go to schools and colleges, to learn languages and scien 
acquisition of wealth, fame, or office, is the chief education of t 
of either sons or daughters, i thing least desired, least s 
brought up for this world, and this World only. It is not to 
7 puld be prepared for this holy gite. It would, indeed, be w 
+ here, for their parents have never really desired it.” of 
“ I come in the name of God, to inquire eoncerning those children youo 
dedicated to him, on whom he puts his seal. The Church then delivered them b 
into your hands, with solemn injunction to train them up for God, and, at an earh 
dey to bring them again before the altar#that all — see how well you have execut 
the high trust reposed in you, and how well you have educated these children of @ 
king. Cote forward, honoured parents, with your interesting charge, and is 
them unto God before this congregation. They have come to the years of 
tion; some of them long since. I am now ready to receive their vows, and a waiting 
assembly will delight to hear them, and God and his angels will look down with hol 
. Again, | say, we bid you approach. Why do youdelay? Wherefore this 
esitation? Why do you look thus one upon another? Wherefore this confusion? , 
Why do you now hang your heads and cover your faces? Have limbs refi 
their office, or are.ye fast bound to your seats? Ah parents, cru nt pare: 
have not you do , or at least your full share of it? What i n Ww 
to die, even no id just as ef - ? Must they not perish fore at whose 
00 


hands would require their ? Let your hearts answer this day.” 
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“He Pros. Epis. Soc.—Marriage.—Obituary Notice, §c, [Ju e, 
. Protestant ir Society for the Advancement of Christianity in 
a ¥ 


South- Carolina. 






The Librarian Reports, as presented by Thomas S. Grimke - The Principles 
of Peaee, exemplilied in the conduct of the Society of Frie n Ireland, during 
the Rebellion of the yea®i1798 ; with preliminary and concl g observations. 

* By. Thomas Hancock. aD. From the London second revised and enlarged edition. 
while, 1829, 24mo. 










Missionary Herald, vol. 27, Nos. 1, 2 and 3, for January,,February and 
March, 1831. ~ “ 

By Mr. Edwin GibOes, An Apology for the Book of ms, in five letters: ad- 
dressed to the Friends of Union in the Church of God, 3d edition, reprinted with 
corrections: together with animadversions upon DrgEly’s Review of Ist editton 
By Gilbert M’ Mager, A. M. 18mo. Seg re }s2 

By Dr. Edward Brailsford. La Bible, oul’Ancien et la Nouveau Testament, &c. 
folio, 4 Geneve, 1678. 

sini a 
MARRIAGE. 


Married on the 10th of March, 1831, by the Right Rev. Dr. Bowen, the Rev. 
‘aut Trapizr Gervais, to Miss Harriet L. Toarer. 
_— @—. 
* OBITUARY NOTICE. 
Departed this life in St. Paul’s Parish, on the Ist of April last, being the fast of 
Good Friday, a day whose solemn, and affecting associations were dear to her 
heart asa sincere believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, Mrs. Saran F. Wanruine, a 
74. Few ladies in our community were more extensively known, and few indeed, 
have passed to the grave more respected, esteemed, and beloved. Her Christ 
courtesy, her kind hospitality, her excellent clifiracter as a relative, friend and pro- 
prietor of slaves, her cheerful willingness to do what she could by her services and 
contributions for the house of God, and the offices thereof. afford pleasing recollec- 
tions to her surviving friends, and as the fruits of faith will, we doubt not, be own- 
ed and accepted by vur divine master, who hath said “ be kindly affectioned one 
towards another :”” “ To do good and to communicate forgetmot.” Notwithstand- 
ing her advanced age, she*was an active manager in two of Our most valuable insti- 2 
. Ptutions: the Ladies Domestic Missionary Society, and the Female Bible, 
£ Prayer Book and Tract Society. T'o the funds of Stephen’s C , which is pro- 
? vided with a Minister by the liberality of the Society first named, she has bequeath- 
ed $50, and 7 the Church near her country residence (St. Paul’s, Stono) the same 
sum. 
° . —- 
BPISCCPAL ACTS. 
; ORDINATION, § ‘ 
Dr. Moore, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Virginia. . 
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On Sun 20, 1831, in Christ Church, Norfolk, Mr. William N. Hawks, © 
of North was admitted to the Holy Order of Deacons. a 


CONSECRATION. 
By the Right Rev. Dr. B. T. Onderdonk, Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Churchin 
ew-York.—On Thursday May 5, 1831. St. Clement’s Church in the City of New- 
‘ork, was consecrated to the Christian worship of Almighty God. 


—>— 
. CALENDAR FOR MAY. 
‘6. First Sunday after Trinity Sunday. 
6. Monthly Meeting of the Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity in South-Carolina. 
_ IL. St. Barnabas. 


Ss 
€ he 
26 







er Trinity. 
er Trinity. 


fohn the Baptist. : 
after Trinity. ke 






29. St. Peter. 


